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ESP Material Development: 
Perspectives from Teaching Pharmaceutical English

Madoka Kawano (Hoshi University)

Abstract: In response to recent curriculum reforms in pharmacy education in Japan, 

the Japan Association of Pharmaceutical English (JAPE) has published two English 

textbooks which follow “Model Core Curriculum” of pharmacy education.  This paper 

first explains how JAPE compiled Pharmaceutical English 1 and Pharmaceutical 

English 2 which were used at a private university in Tokyo in 2008, 2009, and 2010.  

The students’ reactions were obtained by questionnaire surveys, and analyzed from the 

perspectives of language learning and curriculum development.  Then the implications 

for ESP education in Japan are discussed.
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Column 

2008

2 2009

3

5

2008 7 2010 10 2009 7

2010 10

2008 7 3 2

213

 (%) 

 14 (7%) 

 63 (30%) 

 121 (57%) 

 13 (6%) 

 1 (0%) 
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4 2

6

6%

Vocabulary Writing 6

3

1

Say It in English Dictation 4

5

2010 10 7

2 176

 
 

Vocabulary Writing Say It in 
English 

Dictation 

 15 (7%) 16 (8%) 15 (7%) 11 (5%) 

 119 (56%) 120 (56%) 82 (38%) 66 (31%) 

 66 (31%) 61 (29%) 101 (47%) 101 (47%) 

 9 (4%) 14 (7%) 11 (5%) 29 (14%) 

 4 (2%) 2 (1%) 3 (1%) 4 (2%) 

 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (0%) 2 (1%) 
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2 2010

33

2

Vocabulary Writing 

Say It in English Dictation

4 3

 (%) 

  8 (5%) 

 50 (28%) 

 82 (47%) 

 29 (16%) 

 5 (3%) 

 2 (1%) 

 
 

Vocabulary Writing Say It in 
English 

Dictation 

 7 (4%) 9 (5%) 3 (2%) 3 (2%) 

 88 (50%) 77 (44%) 62 (35%) 46 (26%) 

 62 (35%) 68 (39%) 84 (48%) 88 (50%) 

 17 (10%) 16 (9%) 19 (11%) 19 (11%) 

 5 (3%) 5 (3%) 7 (4%) 11 (6%) 

 2 (1%) 1 (1%) 1 (1%) 9 (5%) 
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1 800
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  (%)  (%) 

 2 (2%)    4 (4%) 

 17 (19%)  32 (35%) 

 68 (75%)  54 (59%) 

 4 (4%)    2 (2%) 

 1 (1%)  0 (0%) 

 
 

Medical 
Vocabulary

Phonetic 
Practice 

Grammar Listening and 
Conversation

Writing 

 13 (14%) 0 (0%) 2 (2%) 6 (7%) 9 (10%) 

 55 (60%) 37 (42%) 37 (41%) 47 (52%) 41 (45%) 

 16 (18%) 42 (46%) 43 (47%) 30 (33%) 33 (36%) 

 6 (7%) 10 (11%) 7 (8%) 6 (7%) 6 (7%) 

 2 (2%) 2 (2%) 3 (3%) 2 (2%) 3 (3%) 

 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 
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writing

2009 Grammar
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　2009 3 66 2010 10

4 2

4 3

4

Medical Vocabulary Listening and Conversation 

6 Grammar Writing

6 4

  (%)  (%) 

 0 (0%)  1 (2%) 

 12 (18%)  25 (38%) 

 50 (76%)  36 (55%) 

 4 (6%)  4 (6%) 

 0 (0%)  0 (0%) 



21ESP

1 2008 2010

37% 33%

2008 47% 2010

57% 2008

6% 2010 19%

2008 2010

2

2

 
 

Medical 
Vocabulary

Phonetic 
Practice

Grammar Listening and 
Conversation

Writing 

 5 (8%) 2 (3%) 4 (6%) 8 (12%) 2 (3%) 

 34 (52%) 20 (30%) 15 (23%) 36 (55%) 26 (39%) 

 22 (33%) 34 (52%) 39 (59%) 16 (24%) 29 (44%) 

 5 (8%) 10 (15%) 8 (12%) 6 (9%) 9 (14%) 

 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 
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1: 2: 3: 4: 5: 6: 

Medical Vocabulary

1: 2: 3: 4: 5: 6: 

Listening and Conversation

　 2010 Medical Vocabulary 

1 Listening and 
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2010 6 5

3

2010 Medical 
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1 The Role of Pharmacists
2 Understanding Patients' Needs, Wishes, and Preferences
3 Enzyme Inhibitors
4 Introduction to How Nuclear Medicine Works
5 How DNA Works
6 Organic Chemistry
7 Understanding Medications and What They Do
8 Enzymes and Chemical Reactions
9 The Scope of Herbs
10 The Cell
11 The Influenza (Flu) Virus
12 The Immune System
13 Genetically Modified Foods
14 Your Health and Your Environment
15 Types of Drug Actions
16 What is Diabetes?
17 How the FDA Advances Personalized Medicine
18 The Promise of Youthful Skin Is Often Just Hype in a Jar
19 Drug Discovery and Development
20 Tokyo Gets First-Class Health Care

1 Declaration of Helsinki
2 Growing Alzheimer's Drugs in Rice
3 Intermolecular Forces
4 Chemical Bonding: Acids and Bases
5 Cell Genetics
6 Thalidomide: A Second Chance
7 Properties of Drugs
8 How Do We Design Molecules?
9 100 Years of Aspirin
10 Cell Membranes
11 Gene Technology
12 Viral Infection
13 Eating for Good Health
14 Ozone, Air Quality, and Asthma
15 Drugs for Alzheimer 's Disease (Dementia)
16 Brain Attack - A Look at Stroke Prevention
17 Evaluation of Drugs in Humans
18 Compliance and Dosage Forms
19 The Drug Development Process
20 National Health Insurance and Pharmacy Law
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